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Abstract

A large number of children worldwide live under institutional care due to certain compulsions. The reasons for
institutional stay vary on the basis of geopolitical situations and the nature of the children. Some of the reasons
include premature loss of parents, poverty, lack of social support, parents’ substance dependence, neglect,
involvement of children in socially undesirable behaviour and/or violation of law, abuse, exploitation and so on.
The broad objective of this chapter is to discuss the evolution of childcare measures adopted by the Government of
India after independence, highlight upon the need for institutional care and examine the issues and challenges
faced by the children under institutional care in India. At the end of the chapter, the way forward measures are
suggested for ensuring safety of the children under institutional care, creating improved living environments for
them and for creating congenial social and psychological environments through empowerment of the care
providers, with knowledge and information for healthy child upbringing. Cooperation from the larger society, by
involving retired persons in the institutions for education of the children is suggested, justifying the need for the
same. For a holistic child growth and development, the need for extra-curricular activities, physical exercises, as
well as group activities, are emphasized upon. Building resilience among these children to develop confidence and
face life challenges are-also discussed in the chapter.
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