1) Check for updates

Research Article

ROIe of U BA'baC ked Asia-Pacific Journal of Rural DevelopT_e:'\;
Higher Educational Development for Axs s the Paifc
Institutions in inssgepub comournais permisdonsdnds
Tamil Nadu’s Rural o0, ol o
Development S Sage

S. Lalitha!, M. Rex Sahayaraj? and S. Umarani'

Abstract

The Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) is a programme initiated by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India, to leverage higher educational institutions
(HEIs) to tackle rural development challenges. UBA seeks to foster self-suffi-
ciency and sustainable development in rural areas, positioning HEIs as key players
in promoting rural development. Research on UBA remains scarce, particularly
regarding the experiences and perspectives of UBA coordinators. A study was
conducted involving 220 HEIs in Tamil Nadu to examine the contributions of
HEIs within the UBA framework towards enhancing rural development initiatives.
Furthermore, the study aimed to assess the impact of UBA activities, identify the
challenges HEls and rural communities face in executing UBA projects and sug-
gest strategies for improvement. The study utilised a mixed-methods approach
to evaluate the impact and efficacy of UBA. This article underscores the vital role
of HElIs in rural development through UBA, emphasising the need for sustainable
partnerships with stakeholders and effective community organisation methods
to innovate solutions for rural issues. It also emphasises the importance of train-
ing UBA coordinators in community organisation to improve service delivery by
understanding community dynamics, responding to local needs and building trust
with community leaders.

Keywords

Partnership, community engagement, economic impact, higher educational insti-
tutions, rural development, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan

'Department of Social Work, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development,

Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, India
2Department of Social Work, Kumaraguru College of Liberal Arts and Science, Coimbatore,

Tamil Nadu, India

Corresponding author:

S. Lalitha, Department of Social Work, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development,
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu 602105, India.

E-mail: drlalitha.rgniyd@gmail.com


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1177%2F10185291251340125&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-05-27

