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Foreword

Youth form an integral part of any society and are an essential part of the 

development process. India is witnessing a historic demographic dividend with its 

young population constituting 40% of the total population. Thus, India is gifted with 

unrivalled youth bulge with a competitive advantage over China, Japan and other 

developed countries. This young population of India is a valuable resource that can be 

channelised towards soci-economic development of the nation. 

To strengthen the policies and to design appropriate youth development programmes 

at various levels, there is a need for scientific database on the youth, cutting across 

various sectors, so as to systematically identify the gaps and clearly delineate the needs and suitable 

interventions. Reliable data will not only facilitate designing programmes and policies but also enable to evolve 

measurable indicators and serve as benchmarks for assessing the development.

Recognising this need, the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD) which functions as 

the apex Information and Resource Centre on Youth Development issues and acts as a think tank on issues related 

to youth development, has brought out the India Youth Development Index – YDI 2017. In 2010, a similar work 

was undertaken by the Institute to bring out the first India Youth Development Index. 

The prime purpose of the YDI was to study the contemporary status of the youth, their needs and concerns across 

the country. The YDI 2010 was brought out based on the vital indicators such as education, work, health, 

amenities and participation. However, with the launch of the National Youth Policy 2014, the definition of youth 

and its composition has undergone a change. The priority areas for youth development, policies and programmes 

also have undergone change. With the changes in trends over time, there was a need felt to revise the YDI, taking 

into account the priority areas articulated in the National Youth Policy 2014. 

The YDI 2010 had limited indicators and was not comprehensive besides having methodological issues. Further, 

the earlier YDI brought out by the Institute was not comparable with the international indices. Therefore, the 

present YDI – 2017 has been aligned with the methodology and indicators of the Global Youth Development Index 

– 2016 brought out by the Commonwealth.  

The YDI – 2017 provides the policy makers a scientific tool and facts for appropriate intervention through policy 

formulation and designing appropriate youth development programmes besides serving as a monitoring and 

evaluation tool for youth development. 

I place on record my appreciation to RGNIYD for its efforts in developing the India Youth Development Index - 

2017. I congratulate all the members of the Steering Committee, Technical Advisory Committee, Contributors of 

Status Papers and the Project Coordinators for their valuable contribution in bringing out the India Youth 

Development Index and Report 2017.
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