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MINISTEF

MESSAGE 19 APR 2017

The National Youth Policy, 2014 defines youth as the persons in the age
group of 15-29 years. According to the Census 2011, the youth in the age-group of
15-29 years constitutes 27.5 per cent of the entire population of the country. The
population of India is expected to exceed 1.3 billion by 2020 with a median age of
28. The present demographic situation of youth provides India with a favourable
demographic dividend. Reaping this demographic dividend requires focused
policies and actions, wherein there are no guarantees that the “dividend” will
automatically translate to economic growth.

Various programmes for the development of youth are available in various
Ministries of the Government of India and the State Governments. These efforts
need to be carrie rdinated manner under an overall umbrella efforts
rather than over in a scatter way. This calls for unification through inter-
sectoral and integrated approach. Therefore, it is important to put in place the
educational, social and economic policies/programmes and the key players to
meaningfully engage the youth in the country. Suitable reforms in the education,
employment, health, finance etc., will help in inclusion and mainstreaming the
youth so that they contribute productively in the development process of the
country to demonstrate that India’s young population is truly a talented human
capital. But a host of data would be required for this to make the programme
realistic.

I out in a co

In this backdrop, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development
(RGNIYD) has brought out the “India Youth Development Index — 2017" (YDI-17)
that enables to recognize the youth as a population category that requires focused
attention and facilities comparison of the youth development across the Indian
States based on the specific priority areas included in the National Youth Policy,
2014 and presents the status of youth development initiatives in the country.

As an effective decision — support tool, the YDI-17 will enable the policy
makers track the national and regional progress as well setbacks in youth
development policies, planning, priority identification and implementation
strategies. Besides providing insights to suggest alternatives and options, it also
aids in judicious allocation of resources.

I do hope and trust that, as an “observatory of social change”, the YDI-17
will assist the youth functionaries to improve the process and content of the youth
developmental programmes,

I wish the RGNIYD success in all its endeavours. ) NS~
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Message

India is in the unique phase of demographic transition with the largest cohort
of young populace in the age group of 15-29 years. This huge youth potential has to
be transformed into a catalyst force for the growth and development of the nation.
Converting this largest segment of youth resource into a well-trained human capital
requires right policies, pragmatic programme design and strategic investment. To
succeed in these efforts sound database is necessary for statistically valid input.

RGNIYD serves as a national level documentation and information
dissemination centre on youth development. As a think-tank, the Institute embarks on
vouth surveillance which helps in formulating policies and programmes to cater to the
current needs and aspirations of the youth. RGNIYD is mandated by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports. to function as a National Youth Resource Centre - a
knowledge hub in providing youth related data for the Policy and Programme
Development of the Nation besides compiling, updating youth related data on core
issues and concerns that impact the life of the young people periodically for use by
youth related agencies and organizations in the country.

As a repository of knowledge on youth related information/data. the Institute
has prepared the India Youth Development Index (YDI-17) which is a composite
measure that helps in the assessment of vouth status. It provides data base for policy
advocacy and programmatic action for harnessing the youth potential. The document
also presents a comprehensive status of the indicators included in the YDI-17,

I am sure that the YDI-17 will be useful for the policy makers, planners and

various other stakeholders engaged in planning, programming and implementing the
programme for youth development.
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Foreword

Youth form an integral part of any society and are an essential part of the
development process. India is witnessing a historic demographic dividend with its
| young population constituting 40% of the total population. Thus, India is gifted with
unrivalled youth bulge with a competitive advantage over China, Japan and other
developed countries. This young population of India is a valuable resource that can be
channelised towards soci-economic development of the nation.

To strengthen the policies and to design appropriate youth development programmes
at various levels, there is a need for scientific database on the youth, cutting across

various sectors, so as to systematically identify the gaps and clearly delineate the needs and suitable
interventions. Reliable data will not only facilitate designing programmes and policies but also enable to evolve
measurable indicators and serve as benchmarks for assessing the development.

Recognising this need, the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD) which functions as
the apex Information and Resource Centre on Youth Development issues and acts as a think tank on issues related
to youth development, has brought out the India Youth Development Index — YDI 2017. In 2010, a similar work
was undertaken by the Institute to bring out the first India Youth Development Index.

The prime purpose of the YDI was to study the contemporary status of the youth, their needs and concerns across
the country. The YDI 2010 was brought out based on the vital indicators such as education, work, health,
amenities and participation. However, with the launch of the National Youth Policy 2014, the definition of youth
and its composition has undergone a change. The priority areas for youth development, policies and programmes
also have undergone change. With the changes in trends over time, there was a need felt to revise the YDI, taking
into account the priority areas articulated in the National Youth Policy 2014.

The YDI 2010 had limited indicators and was not comprehensive besides having methodological issues. Further,
the earlier YDI brought out by the Institute was not comparable with the international indices. Therefore, the
present YDI— 2017 has been aligned with the methodology and indicators of the Global Youth Development Index
—2016 brought out by the Commonwealth.

The YDI — 2017 provides the policy makers a scientific tool and facts for appropriate intervention through policy
formulation and designing appropriate youth development programmes besides serving as a monitoring and
evaluation tool for youth development.

I place on record my appreciation to RGNIYD for its efforts in developing the India Youth Development Index —
2017. I congratulate all the members of the Steering Committee, Technical Advisory Committee, Contributors of
Status Papers and the Project Coordinators for their valuable contribution in bringing out the India Youth
Development Index and Report 2017.

/

Gaurav Agarwal
Director

Phone : (O) 044 - 27107375, 27162705 Fax : 044-2716 3227
e-mail : gauravagar@yahoo.com, gaurav.agar@nic.in
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